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Another year has flown past with both Tim and I as Beaver leaders with the 
all-important help and support from Jill, Ali & Craig. Sadly, Craig has now left 
us as a uniformed helper however we hope to have another willing volunteer 
to take his place this term.  

The spring/summer term 2018 started with our Beaver numbers up to 20 as 
there were so many keen young people wishing to join the group. The 
sessions were spent outdoors, and we undertook activities such as a games 
evening, football, tractor ride and den building in the Nine Ache Wood, 
practicing camp craft skills, cycling, and a bug hunt. Along with hikes to 
Wilburton and around the village, we had a fun water sports evening and 
finished for the summer with a sausage sizzle evening for the beavers and 
their families.  I think everyone was ready for the summer break after all these 
challenging and fun activities.   

The Autumn term started again with the Beavers making the most of the light 
evenings outside with a fitness evening, a camp fire session in the company 
of Sutton Beavers and a raisin box challenge in Robert’s orchard.  We 
finished the outdoor sessions with a night walk, stopping to cook the all- 
important hot dogs to give us all some energy. Subsequent sessions were 
indoors including a fantastic visit from the Raptor Foundation with the Sutton 
Beavers. We then spent several sessions thinking about WW1 
Commemorations starting with a very interesting talk by Colonel Stuart 
Browse, if I remember there were lots of questions from the Beavers about 
guns! The Cubs then joined us for an evening of poppy making and we then 
participated in the Remembrance weekend activities, which included 
attending the war memorial service for the first time in several years and all 
the Beavers were very much admired by villagers who attended. We then 
undertook visits to both the Ely Police and Fire station along with the Gallery 
for some creative activities. We also enjoyed a cooking evening making 
ginger bread people and finally finished 2018 with a fun Christmas party at the 
Social club. 

2019 then started with a show & tell evening, a sleep over at the Littleport 
Scout hut for the 5 eldest Beavers, further Arts & Crafts, a games evening 
outside and finally an evening decorating cakes in aid of red nose day which 
the beavers sold to family and friends and raised a huge amount for comic 
relief.   

We as a group have also undertook additional fundraising events including 
the coconut shy at the beer festival along with the sausage sizzle at 
Homebase Newmarket to support the activities we run and to keep subs for 
parents to a minimum.  

We are looking forward to another great year ahead as a Beaver group.  I 
would like to finish by saying a big thank you to all whom have given up their 
time to make these great activities possible.  Our Beaver numbers are now 
back to a more manageable 17. 

 Pete Fairchild 

1st Haddenham Co-Beaver Leader 


