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Raring to go… 

Thank you to all who attended our Annual                   
General Meeting in May. It was an                        
opportunity to celebrate success, elect                    
our Executive Committee and share our                   
ambitions for the future. A big thank you              
to the parents who stepped forward to             
join our Committee. All positions are now 
filled and we are raring to go under the                          
Chairmanship of Jill Fairchild. 
 

Recent Beaver highlights include: Boot 
Camp, village litter pick, tractor ride and den 
building, BBQ fund-raising at Newmarket 
Homebase and the June canvas camp for the 
older Beavers. The Cubs have also been very 
active; their recent highlight was the success-
ful May canvas camp. Here is Akela’s report: 
 

WAI WAI Cub Camp 

On the last May Bank Holiday weekend, the 

Cubs set up camp in Robert Norman’s orchard. 

This was the start of an adventure in which 

they were to learn to follow in the  footsteps 

of Nicholas Guppy, the Haddenham ethno-

botanist, who went to Amazonia to find out 

about the Wai Wai tribe in their rainforest 

home.  

After painting animal mascot flags for their 

tents, the Cubs set off to hike to the river     

and create temporary shelters from branches. 

Bows and arrows were made from willow   

rods and used for target practice, trees were             

identified for their suitability as firewood    

and then groups took it in turn to camouflage 

themselves in the undergrowth. In the            

evening, back at the campsite, they gathered 

around the campfire for songs and to cook 

dampers. 

The next day we had a leaving presentation  

for our Duke of Edinburgh Award helper of the 

last 18 months. The rest of the day was packed 

with activities including a trust trail, using 

knives for woodcarving, making blow pipes      

to puncture balloons, feathered warrior sticks, 

braids, body painting, willow weaving and a 

stalking game. At the final Grand Howl, Cubs 

received Teamwork Challenge badges for 

working so well together and helping each 

other out over the weekend just like true       

explorers, and we hope that the skills they 

learnt will one day stand them in good stead 

on a more distant expedition. 

Thank you 

Our Section Leaders wish me to thank the parents who  
volunteer so willingly to help out with our activities.                
Without their help, these would not be possible. I would 
like to thank our amazing volunteer Leaders and their 
teams for their enthusiasm, hard work and endless good 

humour, they create and run such fun and challenging skills 
for life programmes for the children in our village. 
 

Best wishes, Robin Gildersleeve (Group Scout Leader) 
Mobile: 07773 328337. Email: robingildersleeve@hotmail.co.uk                                           
1st Haddenham Scout Group website; https://haddenhamscouts.co.uk 
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