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HADDENHAM SCOUT 

GROUP  

“Our recent Annual General Meeting 

was a fun-packed evening with a large 

turnout of people”. 
 

How often do you hear or read an impressive comment 

like that? That was the reality of our recent AGM which 

followed an exciting, hands-on opportunity provided by 

The Animal Experience team from Stretham. A large     

number of Beavers, Cubs, family members and Scout 

Group volunteers were able to enjoy the experience of 

handling an array of exotic animals. Memorable                      

experiences like this featured later in the AGM when our 

volunteer Leaders provided their annual reports. What 

incredibly exciting programmes have been provided for 

our village children.  
 

The Beaver colony (17 members) enjoyed: tractor rides, 

den building, pond dipping, bug finding, orienteering,  

cycling, football, boxing, Halloween games, Guy making, 

emergency first aid, craft in Haddenham Arts Centre,         

astronomy, camp fires, camping, plus visits to Tesco Bar 

Hill, ‘Farm to Fork’, Duxford, swan feeding at Welney,           

Go Ape and a Meal and Movie evening. 
 

Meanwhile, the Cub pack (17 members) enjoyed their 

exciting programme: shadow puppets, football and            

cyclo-cross events, archery, day and night hikes, wood-

work, science experiments, a focus on disability, plant 

growing and harvesting. They also engaged in important 

community fund-raising events: Bring & Buy Sale, Jumble 

Sale, Scout Christmas Post. The Cubs attended, proudly, 

the St George’s Day celebration in Ely Cathedral, the              

Haddenham Service and the Aldreth Fair. 
 

We must thank our amazing Beaver and Cub Leaders for 

their enthusiasm and tireless commitment. For the            

Beavers, thank you: Tim Barker and Peter Fairchild, plus 

Craig. For the Cubs, thank you: Erika Wedgwood, plus, 

Dee King, Chris Birkenshaw and Richard Wedgwood. We 

must remember that they, plus all the other many active 

adult helpers behind the scenes, are all volunteers who 

give up an incredible amount of time for our village                 

children. 
 

It’s very interesting that the Scouts, nationally, now have 

a new vision for 2018 – 2023: ‘Skills for Life: Our Plan to 

Prepare Better Futures’ (worth googling for more details). 

The Vision is: ‘By 2023 we will have prepared more young 

people with Skills for Life, supported by amazing leaders 

who deliver an inspiring programme’. From my limited 

experience in this new role, I think we are well on the 

road in that direction. However, we remain ambitious and 

have exciting plans for the future. 
 

If you want to find out more about our Beavers and Cubs 

– either for your children or to see how you can help out 

as a volunteer, please contact me. We are looking actively 

for: leaders (training provided) for an additional Beaver 

colony and Cub pack, plus a new Haddenham Scout 

Group; active helpers including a volunteer to design and 

maintain a new website; plus local business sponsors.  

Robin Gildersleeve (Group Scout Leader)                                                 

robingildersleeve@hotmail.co.uk; 07773 328337 


